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As much of the world looks at the United States with disdain and distrust, it is time for us to take a

cold, hard look at what we have become. John Adams said, Our Constitution was made only for a

moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other. We have strayed

from our clear moral beginnings to become an egotistical culture that glorifies self. We try to set our

own standards despite Thomas Paine s warning that man cannot make or invent or contrive

principles. He can only discover them, and he ought to look through the discovery to the Author. As

our society celebrates injustice against people who stand for their convictions, it s hard to forget the

words of John Adams who wrote, justice is a great Christian as well as moral duty. With the decline

of virtue in so many areas of our culture from twerking on stage to cheating scandals at universities

to corporate theft by aggressive bankers we should take heed of George Washington s warning that

liberty, when it degenerates into licentiousness, begets confusion, and frequently ends in tyranny or

some woeful catastrophe. Liberty s Secrets
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